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•Core	Program	(40	Research	groups	in	12	
countries;	20	Networks;	Sida,	UU,	SU)

Africa,	Asia	and	Latin	America	

•Coordination	Assignments	by	Sida
Bolivia,	Cambodia,	Ethiopia,	Mozambique,	Rwanda,	
Tanzania,	Uganda	

•Other	programs,	e.g.	
PhD	fellowship	program	with	TRF/TICA;	
Postdoc	program	with	AAS
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Physics: 1961
Chemistry: 1970

2002: Mathematics

1961-62: First participants
Prof. Rune Liminga (right) 1st director

Start-up conference in Arusha

International Science Programme
Core Program

• Started	at	Uppsala	University	in	1961
• From	fellowship	program	to	capacity	building	program
• Build	and	strengthen	research	and	higher	education	in	non-
OECD	countries

• Research	Groups	and	Scientific	Networks
• Sida-funded	since	1965



Long	Term Local	
Ownership

Collaborative	
Links

Improved	
Conditions

The	Sandwich

Model

International Science Programme
Key features



General	benefits	“in	the	South”

• Staff	development
• Development	of	facilities
• Acquirement	of	scientific	instruments,	operation,	
maintenance	and	repair

• Introduction	of	a	research	culture
• Introduction	of	local	MSc	and	PhD	programs
Particular	benefits	related	to	internationalisation:

• International	contacts	and	recognition
• Scientific	networking	and	cooperation

International Science Programme
“Internationalisation of

Partner Institutions



General	benefits	“in	the	North”

• expand	views	and	understanding,	
• increase	scientific	network,	
• learn	new	approaches
• obtain	new	perspectives
• diversify	and	increase	scientific	results

International Science Programme
“Internationalisation of

Partner Institutions



• Uppsala	University,	since	start		 (from	2008	≈	300	k€/yr)
• Sida,	since	1965			 (2014-2018:	=	3,200	k€/yr)*
• Stockholm	University,	since	2010	 (=	100	k€/yr)
• Expenditures	by	groups	and	networks	≈	80%	of	Sida funding
• Co-funding	(first	measured	2015);	Total	resources	of		40	research	
groups	and	20	scientific	networks	are	from	three	sources:	
- Institutional	“in	kind”	contributions	(45%);	
- ISP	funding	(33%);	
- Other	research	funding	(22%)

*	Sida	yearly bilateral,	regional	and	program	support	to	higher education and	research	
development:	150	million	€/yr

International Science Programme
Core Program Funding
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The	sandwich	student	alternates between the	home
institution	and	a	better resourced host institution.
Application:

• When no	degree program	is	available at	the	home
university – students	are registered with the	host.

• Once the	home university establishes a	degree
program	– students	register	at	home,	but train at	a	
better resourced host.

• When a	degree programs	is	well established at	the	
home university,	most students	train there.

International Science Programme
The Sandwich Model



Key features:

• Primarily staff development
• Facilitates female participation
• Foreign exposure,	while keeping contacts at	home
• Accessing facilities not	available at	home
• Focus	on	local research	problems
• Adaptable to	all	sciences
• Complementary activities at	home and	with host
• Mutual	knowledge exchange and	long	lasting	
professional and	and	personal	relationships	

• High return rate	of graduates
• Longer completion times?

International Science Programme
The Sandwich Model



International Science Programme
Tracing PhD Graduates

period # grad #	traced % in	
home
country

%	in	
home
region

%	in	
OECD
country

2008	–
2013

161 154
(28	F)

82 10 8

2014	–
2017

259 250
(76	F)

90 5 5



International Science Programme
Tracing PhD Graduates

period model #	traced % in	
home
country

%	in	
home
region

%	in	
OECD
country

Dura-
tion,	
years

2008	–
2013 SDW 69	(10F) 78 11 11* 4.8

LOC 84	(18F) 87 10 3* 4.9

FTA 1	( 0F) 100* 7.5

2014	–
2017 SDW 70 (17F) 90 7 3* 5.0

LOC 170(54F) 92 5 3** 4.8
FTA 10	(	5F) 40 10 50* 5.9

*1	Postdoc	in	each	category;	**All	postdocs



Female	graduates	increased	from	
18%	to	30%	between	the	periods.
Most	of	the	graduates	(77	to	95%)	
were	employed	at	universities	or	
research	institutes	at
the	time	of	the
survey.
No	large	differences
between	F	and	M
students	with	re-
gard to	employ-
ment or	rate	of	
retention.

International Science Programme
Tracing PhD Graduates



Some	more	results

• Continued	research	after	ISP	funding?
• Graduations	and	dissemination



2003-2011,	funding	was	phased	
out	to	39	research	groups	(RG)	
and	8	networks	(NW),	after	on	
average	15	years	(up	to	32)	of	
support.
In	2016,	38	(81%)	had	sustained,
while	9	(19%)	had	no	or	unknown	
activities.	

Continued	research	after	ISP	
funding?



Graduations
PhD	and	MSc	graduations	2010-2016

0
20
40
60

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

Female

Male

0

50

100

150

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

Female

Male



Dissemination
Publications	in	scientific	journals	2010-2016
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Contributions	to	scientific	conferences	2010-2016

Dissemination
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ISP	and	the	SDGs



www.isp.uu.se
www.facebook.com/isp.uu



AFRICA

Burkina Faso
Ethiopia
Kenya
Mali 
Rwanda
Uganda
Tanzania  
Zambia
Zimbabwe

ASIA

Bangladesh
Cambodia
Laos 
Myanmar

LATIN AMERICA

Bolivia

Formerly, Research Group 
support also in:

Cameroon Colombia
Ecuador Ghana           
Malawi Nigeria              
Peru Senegal 
Sri Lanka Thailand
Uruguay            

Research	Groups
12 Countries with 40 ISP-supported Research Groups 2017


