
The Martin Buber Society of Fellows
in the Humanities and Social Sciences

at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem

Zukunftskolleg of the University of Konstanz

Workshop I “Forgetting”
 10th-13th June 2012 in Konstanz

Locations:

Hotel Augustiner Tor, Bodanstraße 18, Konstanz
Wessenberg Café, Wessenbergstraße 41, Konstanz
(Dinner, 10th of June)
University of Konstanz, Universitätsstr. 10, Konstanz

Ganter Hotel & Restaurant Mohren, Pirminstraße 141, 
Insel Reichenau – Mittelzell
Restaurant “Die Bleiche”, Bleicherstraße 8
(Dinner, 12th of June)

Organization:
Zukunftskolleg, University of Konstanz
Responsible for the programme:
Dr. Martin Bruder, Dr. Jeff Kochan, Dr. Zsuzsanna Török, Ursula Stricker-Ellsiepen
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About the Workshop:
The Zukunftskolleg of the University of Konstanz and the 
Martin Buber Society of Fellows at Hebrew University, Je-
rusalem, are new interdisciplinary institutions designed 
to foster outstanding early-career researchers. Since 
their inception, the two institutions have been in con-
tact and sought ways of cooperating with one another. 

During this workshop we will refl ect on the rich con-
cept of “Forgetting” from different points of view and 
backgrounds of expertise in a spirit of cross-disciplinary 
communication. There will be parts of scientifi c ex-
change and time for social activities. The return visit to 
Israel is planned for 28th-30th October 2012. 

Contact:
Zukunftskolleg
Universität Konstanz
Tel. 07531 88-4897

zukunftskolleg@uni-konstanz.de
www.zukunftskolleg.uni-konstanz.de
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Monday, 11th June 2012

Place Time Programme Participants

University
of 

Konstanz,
Y311

09.00 a.m.
Introductory Session
Film & Discussion

Alexander Schellow, Artist in Residence at the 
Zukunftskolleg

10.30 a.m. Coffee Break

11.00 a.m.
Round-Table-Discussion
“Forgetting”

Kirsten Mahlke, Professor of Cultural Theory and Methodology, 
University of Konstanz and Alumna of the Zukunftskolleg

David Shulman, Director of the Martin Buber Society of 
Fellows in the Humanities and Social Sciences

Giovanni Galizia, Professor of Neurobiology, University of 
Konstanz, and Director of the Zukunftskolleg

Moderators: Zsuszanna Török, Post-Doc in History and 
Fellow at the Zukunftskolleg, and Martin Bruder, Post-Doc 
in Psychology and Fellow at the Zukunftskolleg

12.00 p.m.

Is There an Ethics of Forgetting? 
 
 
Between a Forgotten Command-
ment and a Commandment to 
Forget: Reflections on Forget-
fulness in Judaism

Sibylle Schmidt, PhD candidate in Philosophy, Freie Univer-
sität Berlin, and Fellow of the Martin Buber Society

Gadi Sagiv, Post-Doc in Jewish History, Fellow of the 
Martin Buber Society

Chair: Jeff Kochan, Post-Doc in Philosophy and Fellow at 
the Zukunftskolleg

K7 (Mensa) 01.00 p.m. Lunch Break

Y311

02.30 p.m.

A Forgotten ‘Working Memory’: On 
Basalt Tool-Making in the Lower 
Paleolithic Levant 

Science as Forgetting: Jorge Luis 
Borges on the Misery of Perfect 
Memory 

“The Good Soul is Forgetful”: 
Plotinus on Memory

Nira Alperson-Afil, Post-Doc in Prehistoric Archaeology, 
Fellow of the Martin Buber Society 
 

Jeff Kochan, Post-Doc in Philosophy and Fellow at the 
Zukunftskolleg 
 

Wiebke-Marie Stock, Post-Doc in Philosophy, Freie Universität 
Berlin, and Fellow of the Martin Buber Society 

Chair: Dimitri Ginev, Professor of Philosophy of Science and 
Hermeneutics at the University of Sofia, Bulgaria, and Senior 
Fellow at the Zukunftskolleg

04.00 p.m. Coffee Break

04.30 p.m.

Insights into a Mini-Brain: 
Learning how a Fruit Fly Forgets 

The Selective Memory of a 
Byzantine Orthodox Patriarch: 
A Few Remarks on the Interplay 
of Narrative and Identity in the 
Annales of Saʿ īd ibn Baṭrīq

Andreas Thum, Emmy Noether Group Leader in Biology 
and Fellow at the Zukunftskolleg 

Uriel Simonsohn, Post-Doc in Near Eastern History, Fellow 
of the Martin Buber Society

 
Chair: Jeff Kochan

Y311 05.30 p.m. General Discussion

Sports 
Area

07.00 p.m. 
- open end

Sports and Barbecue When raining: Pizza and more (Y311)

Tuesday, 12th June 2012

Place Time Programme Participants

BSB-Ship 09.12 a.m.
Boat Trip from Konstanz
to the Isle of Reichenau

MBS-Fellows, ZuKo-Fellows, Guests

Reichenau

10.15 a.m.
Transport to St. Georg, Oberzell 
by “Inselbus”

10.30 a.m. Guided Tour through St. Georg
David Ganz, Substitute Professor of Art History at the 
University of Heidelberg and Fellow at the Zukunftskolleg

11.30 a.m.
Transport to Ganter Hotel
by Bus or by Foot

Ganter Hotel 12.30 p.m. Lunch at the Ganter Hotel & Restaurant Mohren

Ganter 
Hotel, 

Abt-
Strabo-

Saal

01.45 p.m.

Forgotten Victims? The Early Nazi 
Camp of Osthofen and its Jewish 
Prisoners: A Case Study in Local 
Memorial Culture.

“For us, for all Poles the Warsaw 
Uprising Will Be Forever a Great 
Epic.“ Polish Discourses of Memory 
in Poland and Exile 1945 - 1990.

Can the Body Forget? On Pain and 
Embodied Memories. 
 
How the Brain can Forget.

Kim Wünschmann, PhD Candidate in History at Birkbeck 
College, University of London, and Fellow of the Martin 
Buber Society 

Agata Sadowska, Doctoral Student in History and Associated 
Fellow at the Zukunftskolleg

 
 
Michal Pagis, Post-Doc in Sociology and Anthropology,  
Fellow of the Martin Buber Society 
 
Gerd Waldhauser, Post-Doc in Psychology and Member 
of the Research Group of Simon Hanslmayr, Fellow at the 
Zukunftskolleg

Chair: Uriel Simonsohn

03.45 p.m. Coffee Break

04.15 p.m. General Discussion

Transfer to Konstanz

Restaurant
“Die Bleiche”

07.00 p.m.
- open end

Dinner

Dinner speech:
7 Forms of Memory

Aleida Assmann, Professor of Anglistics and Literature, 
University of Konstanz

Wednesday, 13th June 2012

Individual Tours possible (Isle of Mainau, Meersburg or Zurich)

Sunday, 10th June 2012 

Arrival in Konstanz in the early afternoon (arrival at Zurich Airport at 11.00 a.m.)

05.00 p.m. Guided Tour through the City of Konstanz (Meeting Point “Historische Hafenuhr“)

07.30 p.m. Dinner at the Wessenberg Café
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