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SPECIFIC TARGETED RESEARCH PROJECT: CRIME AND CULTURE

Crime as a Cultural Problem. The Relevance of Perceptions of Corruption to Crime Prevention. A Comparative Cultural Study in the EU-Accession States Bulgaria and Romania, the EU-Candidate States Turkey and Croatia and the EU-States Germany, Greece and United Kingdom

Plan for Using and Disseminating Knowledge
The plan for disseminating knowledge within the research project ‘Crime and Culture’ foresees five levels of dissemination covering a range of activities which involve: the project consortium, the scientific community, experts and policy-makers, the civil society and additional activities to raise public awareness against corruption. This presentation is tailored according to the needs of the meeting on dissemination within EU-funded projects organised by the European Commission, 15-16 November 2006 in Brussels, as pointed out in the issue paper of the meeting distributed prior to the conference to the participants. 

1. Project Consortium

The management of knowledge on this level pursues the goal of an intensive knowledge transfer and learning culture within the framework of the consortium. Due to a lasting and sustainable transfer of knowledge in the EU-access, candidate and member countries which the members of the German study group who also manages the project are offering to all project partners an innovative application of sociological theory (Grounded Theory) and the use of applied methods of qualitative research (computer-aided content analysis on the basis of the Atlas-ti software) has been accomplished. Moreover, Grounded Theory and qualitative content analysis have been integrated into the curricula of some partner institutions generating in this manner a European added value in educational terms in the countries involved in the project.
2. Scientific Community

The research findings of all research phases of the project will be disseminated within the scientific community in the following manner: In addition to articles in scholarly journals and monographs, the findings will be published in the form of the project newsletter and in 3 discussion papers (each participating institution) in both print and electronic versions and distributed to scholars, research networks and presented in conferences both in the national languages and in English language. All 24 reports of the consortium will be published in English language in print and electronic form by the project management at the University of Konstanz which will establish a discussion papers series. Regarding the presentation of the project’s findings in conferences the consortium additionally plans the organisation of respective panels within international conferences such as annual European and International Sociological and Political Sciences Conferences and Criminology Symposiums. Such a panel could be organised in the frame of the 4th General Conference of the European Consortium for Political Research (ECPR) in Pisa, 6-8 September 2007. 

A further important event within the international scientific community is the plan to organise an additional conference entitled ‘The Honorable Societies. Corruption and the Modern State. Historical and Cultural Diversity of a Global Syndrome’ in co-operation between the project management at Konstanz University and the Whitney and Betty MacMillan Centre  for International and Area Studies at Yale University in April 2008 a draft programme of which has been already submitted to the European Commission in order to discuss funding possibilities. The aim of the Yale conference is the investigation of the different conditions under which corrupt practices appear in history and in different regions all over the world presenting and comparing the findings of the project ‘Crime and Culture’ with research findings on cultural preconditions of corrupt behaviour in other world regions.
Finally, the project management generates further research co-operations in the field such as an additional study on ‘Socio-cultural Preconditions of Political Corruption in Germany and Japan: A Cross-cultural Comparison’ supported by the Japanese government to be carried out in March 2007 by Angelos Giannakopoulos in co-operation with the Department of Sociology at Waseda University, Tokyo.

3. Experts and Policy-makers and the Final Interactive Scholars-Experts Conference 

The goal on this level of dissemination is to operationalise the knowledge gained from the project by co-operating with policy-makers and experts working in the field of anti-corruption. The respective multiple-stage plan comprises of the following details: representatives from all target groups of the project, that is politics, judiciary, police, media, civil society and economy are directly involved in the project in different ways, i.e. as interviewees, informants and discussants in the process of data-generation. As a result, the exchange of knowledge and information between scholars and experts will be continual throughout the entire project. These experts will function as multipliers for the dissemination of the research project’s findings.

The partners additionally commit themselves to disseminate all their publications and the newsletter to national anti-corruption agencies and policy-makers in the field of anti-corruption in their countries from all target groups who have been selected to participate in the interactive scholars-experts conference at the end of the project in Brussels. In this manner, it will be ensured that the prospective participants are able to prepare themselves gradually and thoroughly for the task of developing optimised preventative measures in anti-corruption policy to be discussed in the final conference. 

The project management at Konstanz University has on the other hand the additional task to contact and inform in the same manner representatives of international anti-corruption organisations such as the European Anti-Fraud Office (OLAF), Council of Europe: GRECO-Group of States against Corruption, UNODC: Economic and Social Council, The Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice, SELDI: Southeast European Legal Development Initiative, World Bank: World Bank Institute (WBI). 

In the course of the follow-up three-day scholars-experts conference in Brussels, the findings of the project will be discussed on the first and second day of the conference in plenary. The third day of the conference will be open to the public, enabling attendees to interact with both the scholars and the experts. The goal of this interactive conference will be to optimise prevention measures in the individual countries.
4. Further Synergies and the Civil Society 

All reports and other intellectual products of the consortium will be made available without remuneration to the general public via the project web site. 

Except this the consortium intends to use all print and electronic publication possibilities available by the European Commission in disseminating the findings of the projects.

Further synergies will result from the scholarly education activities planned by the consortium: At the end of each consortium meeting held in the partner institutions students and post-graduate scholars from the host institutions have been able to participate in the research process in the form of research colloquia. 

Furthermore, the institutions participating in the project have established contacts and co-operation between the consortium and NGOs that are involved in combating corruption in the wider public sphere in their countries. 

The project consortium is involved in the anti-corruption activities of TI Secretariat in Berlin in the frame of the Advocacy and Legal Advice Centers (ALAC) a project which TI has recently launched. Transparency International’s Advocacy and Legal Advice Centres demonstrate that people do become actively involved in the fight against corruption when they are provided with simple, credible and viable mechanisms to do so. The ALACs provide victims of corruption with practical assistance to pursue complaints and address their grievances. The co-operation between the project consortium and TI which still has to be detailed planned within then second research phase of the project generally aims at evaluating and improving these mechanisms in the countries Bulgaria, Romania and Croatia. 

5. Raising Public Awareness against Corruption

Raising Public Awareness against Corruption is a planned activity that goes beyond the dissemination of project findings as such aimed at raising public awareness against corruption.

According to a few famous words by the German sociologist Niklas Luhmann, “We know what we know about our society, and indeed about the world in which we live through the mass media.”
 It should however be added: in our days especially through the electronic media. The project consortium is well aware about this fact. Against this background the project management has already presented the project and his goals to the general public via a Swiss TV-broadcasting of the Swiss newspaper ‘Neue Zürcher Zeitung’, which aims to present to the public arts and science in an alternative, simple and understandable way.

Furthermore a presentation of the project is planned for next year in the frame of the TV-science magazine ‘Futuris’ running in the chanel ‘Euronews’ with regard to which our project officer Ms Veronica Beneitez-Pinero will especially be of assistance.

Above all and besides the core research work the project management at the University of Konstanz has initiated an additional project which aims at realising a video-clip against corruption. The project management purports to promote the video-clip to all relevant TV-broadcastings in the EU-member, -access, and -candidate states. The project management has already contacted film agencies and the TV-broadcastings ARTE, 3SAT and WDR in Germany in order to discuss possibilities of a co-operation in producing the video-clip. Furthermore, the Serbian director and scriptwriter Mr Srdan Koljevic will soon provide the project management with a concrete script and plan on the basis of which final production negotiations with interested TV-broadcastings will take place.

The production of the video-clip in view of the urge need to raise public awareness against corruption will be based on the following general guidelines:

a) Duration of the video-clip approx. 15 sec. (short TV-broadcastings version), 30 sec. (long version).

b) The anti-corruption message of the video-clip will not be based on a ‘top-down’, that is  a ‘didactic’ or restrictive approach. The very intention of such a video-clip is to show, how absurd corrupt behaviour is and that in its core hits human rights and personal dignity. 

c) It will be abstained from dialogs and spoken language. The core intention of the video-clip, namely to provide motivation against corruption, will be based on a picture ‘language’ which is universally understandable.

We are confident that such a video-clip running in the TV-broadcastings of as many European countries as possible as well as in theatres and film festivals will contribute crucially to realising the core intention of the overall research project, namely to foster and support public awareness against corruption.
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� Niklas Luhmann: Die Realität der Massenmedien, Wiesbaden, VS Verlag für Sozialwissenschaften, 3rd Edition 2004, p. 9
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