DAVID A. BRENNER, Ph.D.

Honors College 

201 MD Anderson Library

University of Houston

Houston TX 77204

832-654-1780  thedavidbrenner@gmail.com

EDUCATION

Ph.D., University of Texas at Austin, 1993   summa cum laude

Major field: Germanic Studies (German Studies and Yiddish Studies)

Minor fields: Comparative Literature, Jewish Studies
M.A., Brandeis University, 1988    summa cum laude

Major field: Comparative Literature (U.S., French, German, Latin American) 


Minor fields: Near Eastern and Judaic Studies

  B.A., Wesleyan University (Middletown, CT), 1985   magna cum laude

Major field: German Studies 


Minor fields: Comparative Literature and Humanities
ACADEMIC EMPLOYMENT
Director, Houston Teachers Institute, Honors College, University of Houston, 2009-present
Visiting Assistant Professor of Comparative Literature, Honors College, University of Houston, Summer 2008-present
Visiting Assistant Professor of Jewish Studies (invited), Department of Religious Studies, Rice University, Fall 2008
Upper School Administration and Faculty, Humanities, History and Jewish Studies, Emery College-Prepatory School (Houston), 2007-2008
Visiting Assistant Professor (invited) and Fulbright Scholar, Dept. of Literature, Art and Media Studies, Universität Konstanz (Germany), 2006-2007
Assistant Professor of German, Tenure-Track, Kent State University, Department of Modern and Classical Language Studies (also adjunct appointments in English, Ethnic Studies, Geography, and Justice Studies), 1999-2006 

Visiting Assistant Professor (invited), John Carroll University, Department of Classical and Modern Languages and Cultures (also adjunct appointments in European Studies and Holocaust/Genocide Studies), 2005-2006

Chair of Ethnic Heritage Programs and Executive Director of the Ohio Council for Holocaust/ Genocide Education, Kent State University, 1999-2003
Andrew Mellon Postdoctoral Fellow, Cornell University, Department of German Studies (also adjunct appointments in Humanities and Jewish Studies), 1997-98

Assistant Professor of German, Tenure-Track, University of Colorado at Boulder, Dept. of Germanic and Slavic Languages and Literatures (also adjunct appointments in Comparative Literature and the Humanities), 1994-98

AWARDS
Annual “Texas Excellence” Teaching Award (1st Place), University of Texas, College of Liberal Arts (TA-Category), 1993

Best Syllabus in German Studies Prize (3rd Place), German Academic Exchange Service, 1997

GRANTS & FELLOWSHIPS 
Fulbright Senior Scholar, Universität Konstanz, Comparative Literature and Culture (sponsor: Dr. Aleida Assmann) ACADEMIC YEAR 2006-07

Alexander von Humboldt Foundation Research Fellowship, Germany, Summer (3 mos.), 2006

USHMM Research Seminar Fellowship, Center for Advanced Holocaust Research, U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum on “The Holocaust and Psychology” (Drs. Christopher Browning and James Waller), 2 weeks, 2005 (declined)
Early Career Teaching Scholar, Faculty Professional Development Center, Kent State University, (course buyout), ACADEMIC YEAR 2004-05

American Library Association Grant, Discussion Series Leader, “Contemporary Jewish Literature: Identity and Imagination,” Bowling Green State University and Firelands College, 2004-05

National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) Summer Fellowship, Seminar on Punishment, Politics and Culture, Amherst College (Dr. Austin Sarat), 4 weeks, 2004

USHMM Teaching Workshop, Center for Advanced Holocaust Studies, U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum, (Drs. Berel Lang, David Engel, Alvin Rosenfeld), 1 week, 2003

DAAD/German Academic Exchange Service Summer Fellowship, German Studies Seminar, Cornell University (Dr. David Bathrick), 6 weeks, 2003

USHMM Research Seminar Fellowship, Center for Advanced Holocaust Research, U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum on “The Holocaust in the Feature and Documentary Film” (Dr. Thomas Doherty), 2 weeks, 2000

Andrew W. Mellon Postdoctoral Teaching Fellow, Cornell University, in German Studies, Humanities, Jewish Studies, 1 year, ACADEMIC YEAR 1997-98

DAAD/German Academic Exchange Service Summer Fellowship, German Studies Seminar, Universität Potsdam/Einstein Forum (Dr. Sander Gilman), 6 weeks, 1998

Fellowship from Holocaust Education Foundation, Summer Seminar on Teaching the Holocaust at Universities, Northwestern University (Dr. Peter Hayes), 2 weeks, 1997 (declined)

DAAD/German Academic Exchange Service Summer Fellowship, German Studies Seminar, Cornell University (Dr. Peter Hohendahl), 6 weeks, 1997

Undergraduate Symposium, “Holocaust Education,” Society for the Humanities, Cornell University, Fall 1997

Guest Lecture Series, German-Jewish Studies,UC-Boulder, Spring 1997

Graduate Council for Arts and Humanities, UC-Boulder, Small Grant, 1 week, 1997

Undergraduate Research Opportunities Program, UC-Boulder, Two Assistantships (both declined), 1 semester each, 1996

Undergraduate Research Opportunities Program, UC-Boulder, Research Seminar (declined), 1 semester, 1996

Council for Research and Creative Work, UC-Boulder, Two Small Grants, one week each, 1996
National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) Summer Fellowship, Seminar on Talmud and Jewish Cultural Studies (Drs. Daniel Boyarin and Jonathan Boyarin), Jewish Theological Seminary/Columbia University, 6 weeks, 1996

Presidential Fund for the Humanities Grant, Collection Development, Univ. of Colorado Library, 1995

Junior Faculty Development Award for Summer, UC-Boulder, 2 months, 1995

Graduate Council for Arts and Humanities, UC-Boulder, Summer Travel Grant, 2 months, 1995

Rosenzweig Center/DAAD Summer Fellowship, Hebrew University, Jerusalem, 1 month, 1995

Alexander von Humboldt Foundation Postdoctoral Fellow (category: Federal Chancellor’s Scholar), Technische Universität-Berlin, German Studies/Jewish Studies (sponsor: Dr. Wolfgang Benz), 1 year, ACADEMIC YEAR 1993-94

Fulbright Research Fellowship, Germany, Technische Universität Berlin, 1 year, ACADEMIC YEAR 1993-94 (declined)

DAAD/German Academic Exchange Service Summer Fellowship, German Studies Seminar, Cornell University (Dr. Sander Gilman), 6 weeks, 1993

DAAD/Leo Baeck Institute, Summer Fellowship in German-Jewish History, New York, 6 weeks, 1992

Dissertation Fellowship, DAAD/German Academic Exchange Service, Technische Hochschule-Aachen, German Studies (sponsor: Dr. Hans-Otto Horch), 1 year, ACADEMIC YEAR 1990-91

University Fellow, University of Texas Graduate Research Fellowship, 1.5 years, ACADEMIC YEAR 1988-89 plus Summer 1989 and Summer 1990.

DAAD/German Academic Exchange Service Summer Course Fellowship, University of Marburg, 6 weeks, 1988

Hirschfield Graduate Fellowship, Brandeis University, 2 years, ACADEMIC YEARS 1986-88

National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH), Junior Scholar Award for Undergraduates, 3 months, 1984

REFEREED PUBLICATIONS

I.  Books

Schindler’s List and Teaching the Holocaust (forthcoming, University of Texas Press, 2011)

German- Jewish Popular Culture before the Holocaust: Kafka’s Kitsch (Routledge, 2008) 

Marketing Identities: The Invention of Jewish Ethnicity (Wayne State University Press, 1998)

II. Articles

“Performative Pedagogy: Resignifying Teaching in the Corporatized University.” Review of Education, Pedagogy and Cultural Studies 27.3 (2006): 3-24.

“Working Through the Holocaust Blockbuster: From Schindler’s List to Hitler’s Willing Executioners, Globally and Locally.” Germanic Review 75.4 (2000): 296-317

“Neglected ‘Women’s’ Texts and Contexts: Vicki Baum’s Jewish Ghetto Stories.” Women in German Yearbook 13 (1997): 101-122

“Making Jargon Respectable: The Reception of Yiddish Theater in Pre-Hitler Germany.” Yearbook of the Leo Baeck Institute 42 (1997): 51-66

“Promoting East European Jewry: Ost und West, Ethnic Identity and the German-Jewish Audience.” Prooftexts: A Journal of Jewish Literary History 15.1 (1995): 63-88

“Out of the Ghetto and Into the Tiergarten: Redefining the Jewish Parvenu in Ost und West, 1901-1906.” German Quarterly 66.2 (1993): 176-194

III. Chapters

(forthcoming) “German-Jewish Performativity: From Butler to Biller.” In Jewish Longing and Belonging in Modern European Consumer Culture, eds. Nils Roemer and Gideon Reuveni, Leiden/Boston: Brill, 2009, 20 pp.

“‘Schlemiel, Shlimazel’: A Proto-Postcolonialist Satire of ‘Germans,’ ‘Jews,’ and ‘Blacks’.” In:  Deutsch-jüdische Presse und jüdische Geschichte//German-Jewish Press and Jewish History. Michael Nagel and Eleanore Lappin, eds.  Bremen: edition lumière, 2008. 303-318.
“Laughing Amid Catastrophe in Train of Life and Other Holocaust Tragicomedies.” In Visualizing the Holocaust: Documents, Aesthetics, and Memories. David Bathrick, Bradley Prager, and Michael Richardson, eds. Rochester: Camden House, 2008. 261-276.

“‘Torn’ Between Justice and Forgiveness: The Late(r) Derrida on the Death Penalty and Lawful Lawlessness.” In Crime and Punishment: Perspectives from the Humanities. Austin Sarat, ed. (Studies in Law, Politics and Society, Vol. 37). New York: MacMillan/Elsevier, 2006. 113-127.

“Uncovering the Father: Kafka, Judaism, and Homoeroticism.” In Kafka, Zionism, and Beyond. Mark Gelber, ed. Tübingen: Niemeyer, 2004. 207-218.

“German History, Jewish History, German-Jewish Studies: Old Wine in New Bottles?” Co-authored with Michael Berkowitz. In Teaching German in Twentieth-Century America. David Benseler, Craig Nickisch, and Cora Lee Nollendorfs, eds. Madison: University of Wisconsin Press, 2001. 79-88 

“Reconciliation Before Auschwitz: The Weimar Jewish Experience in Popular Fiction.” In Evolving Jewish Identities in German Culture: Borders and Crossings. Linda Feldman and Diana Orendi, eds. Westport, CT: Greenwood/Praeger, 2000. 45-61

“Re(-)dressing the ‘German-Jewish’: A Jewish Hermaphrodite in Wilhelmine Germany,” in Borders, Exiles, and Diasporas. Elazar Barkan and Marie-Denise Shelton, eds. Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1998. 32-45.

TRANSLATIONS (since 2007)
(forthcoming) Elisabeth Bronfen, A Cultural History of the Night. Columbia University Press, 2011. 450 pp.

(forthcoming) Niklas Luhman, Religion as a Social System, Stanford University Press, 2011. 350 pp.

REFEREED CONFERENCE PAPERS

I.  
International

“German-Jewish ‘Cultural Studies’? Reflections on Kafka, Kitsch and the Middlebrow” Association of Jewish Studies, Annual Conference, Washington, DC, December 22, 2008

“Jewishing the German Subject: Resignifying the Negative Symbiosis with Maxim Biller,’ Association of Jewish Studies, Annual Conference, Toronto, December 16, 2007

“From Gender to Germans: Between Subjectification and Symbiosis,” Conference on Jewish Literatures after the Shoah, Universities of Antwerp and Ghent, November 2, 2006

“From Nasty (Gentile) Girls to Nice (Jewish) Mothers:  Michael Verhoeven’s Third Reich Trilogy,” University of Texas German Film Symposium, Austin, TX, March 31, 2006

“Brecht vs. Spielberg? Affects and Effects of Identification in the ‘Holocaust Film’ after Schindler’s List,” Modern Language Association Annual Conference, Washington DC, December 29, 2005

“Fiddler on the Cattle Car:  How Tragic is Comedy in the Film Train of Life?” Annual German Studies Association Conference, Washington, DC, October 9, 2004

“Mumia Re(de)constructed:  Derrida, the Death Penalty, and Levinasian Forgiveness,” Division on Nonfictional Prose, Modern Language Association Annual Conference, San Diego, December 30, 2003

“Mediating the Holocaust in the Age of Globalization,” Memory Conference in Conference Series on “Orality and Literacy,” Rice University Center for the Study of Cultures, Houston, October 11, 2003

“Kafka’s Surveyor and Legal Revelation from Benjamin to Derrida,” 27th Annual German Studies Association Conference, New Orleans, September 19, 2003

“Transgressing the Holocaust Taboo: ‘Working Through’ Bernhard Schlink’s The Reader and Ruth Klüger’s Still Alive: A Holocaust Girlhood Remembered,” Modern Language Association Annual Conference, New York City, December 28, 2002

“Historical Trauma and the Ethical Turn: Forgiveness as Justice in Derrida’s Recent Work,” Modern Language Association Annual Conference, New York City, December 27, 2002

“‘Transfer-ance’: Derrida on Forgiveness, Hospitality, and the Holocaust,” Special Sessions on Derrida and Religion, American Academy of Religion/Society for Biblical Literature Annual Conference, Toronto, November 23, 2002

“Verhoeven versus Spielberg: (Re)Viewing the Holocaust Film after Schindler’s List,” Twenty-Sixth Annual German Studies Association Conference, San Diego, October 6, 2002
“Mother’s Courage: George Tabori’s and Michael Verhoeven’s Cinematic Response to The Holocaust Blockbuster,” Austrian Writers Confront the Past, 1945-2000 Conference, Univ. of Pennsylvania/Center for Austrian Studies, Philadelphia, April 13, 2002

“Kafka, Judaism, and the Rise of Heterosexuality,” Annual Meeting of the Modern Language Association, Chicago, December 30, 1999

“Uncovering the Father: Kafka, Judaism, and Masculinity,” Kafka, Zionism, and Beyond Conference, Franz Rosenzweig Center/Hebrew University, Jerusalem and Ben-Gurion University, Beersheva, Israel, October 21, 1999

“Critical Pedagogy: The Intellectual Goes to ‘Class,’“ Annual Meeting of the Modern Language Association, San Francisco, December 28, 1998

“Disciplinary Paradigms: German Studies and German-Jewish Studies,” Annual Meeting of the Modern Language Association, Toronto, Canada, December 27, 1997

“Corporatized Pedagogy: From Post-Tenure Review to the University in Ruins,” Annual Meeting of the Modern Language Association, Toronto, Canada, December 26, 1997

“‘Horizons’ or ‘Expectations’? Hans Robert Jauss’s Service in the SS and the Recent Reception of His Reception Theory in France, Germany, and the United States,” Annual Meeting of the German Studies Association, Washington DC, September 26, 1997

“Revis(it)ing the Golem: Filming the Shoah and Fritz Lang’s Golem Project of 1942-43,” Annual Meeting of the Modern Language Association, Washington DC, December 27, 1996

“A German-Jewish Colonialism?  The ‘Letters from Africa’ and the Image of the Black in the Satire Magazine Der Schlemiel,”  Annual Meeting of the Modern Language Association, Chicago, December 27, 1995

“The Past and Popular Culture: Cultural Studies and Jewish Culture in Pre-Hitler Germany,” Annual Meeting of the German Studies Association, Chicago, September 22, 1995

“‘Synchronizing’ Schindler: ‘Jewish Values,’ ‘Family Values,’ and Schindler’s List in German,” 1945-1995: The Changing Face of German Studies Symposium, University of Colorado, Boulder, October 18, 1995

“Ost und West and the Reception of Yiddish Theater in Pre-Hitler Germany,” Annual Meeting of the Modern Language Association, San Diego, December 28, 1994

“What Did Weimar Jews Read? Prolegomena to a Cultural Studies Approach,” Annual Association for Jewish Studies Conference, Boston, December 21, 1994

“Forging Jewish Consensus: Serial Fiction and the Social Realities of Weimar Jewry,” Annual Conference of the German Studies Association, Dallas TX, September 29, 1994

“Antisemitism and Self-Stereotyping: The Predicament of German Jewry in World War I,” Second International “Remembering for the Future” Conference, Humboldt University, Berlin Germany, March 15, 1994 

“‘Cross-Dressing’ the ‘German-Jewish’: Hermaphroditism, Androgyny and Ethnicity in The ‘N.O. Body’ Memoir (1907),” American Comparative Literature Association Annual Meeting, Claremont (Calif.), March 4, 1994

“Ostjuden and National Identity: German Jewish Periodical Literature between the Wars,” Annual Association for Jewish Studies Conference, Boston, December 14, 1993

“A Jewish Nationalist Cultural Review in Germany: How ‘German’ Was Ost und West (Berlin: 1901-1923)?” Annual Conference of the Modern Language Association, New York City, December 27, 1992

“Marketing Eastern Jewish Nationalism in the West: The Case of The German-Jewish Cultural Review Ost und West ,” 63rd Annual YIVO Conference, New York City, November 16, 1992

REFEREED CONFERENCE PAPERS ON TEACHING

“Critical Pedagogy for Applied Linguists,” American Association of University Supervisors and Coordinators, University of California-Irvine, March 6, 2009. 

“Es läuft Lola: Teaching Run Lola Run and Cultural Inquiry in the Beginning Foreign Language Classroom,” Midwest Modern Language Association, Chicago, IL, October 18, 2003

“Teaching Portfolios,” ADFL/Office of Foreign Language Programs Panels, Annual Meeting of the Modern Language Association, Washington, DC, December 28, 1996
“Teaching German-Jewish Studies in the Contemporary American Academy,” Shaping Forces in American Germanics Conference, University of Wisconsin, Madison (co-presenter: Michael Berkowitz), November 12, 1996 
INVITED PUBLIC LECTURES AT UNIVERSITIES

 “Holocaust Tragicomedy in Global Perspective,” School of Humanities, University of Houston-Victoria, April 20, 2008
“Shoah Business: The Holocaust and the Economics of Global Hollywood,” Institute for American Studies, University of Heidelberg, November 9, 2006

 “Holocaust Blockbusters: Schindler’s List and The Pianist,” Susquehanna University, Susquehanna, PA, November 19, 2005

 “Shoah-Business? The Early History of the Holocaust Film,” John Carroll University, Cleveland, October 23, 2005

“The Tragedy of Holocaust Comedy,” The University of Wisconsin at Madison, September 19, 2005

“Hollywood or Hollycaust? Rescreening the Shoah in the Cinematic ‘Empire of Their Own’,” California State University at Long Beach, Los Angeles, March 12, 2005

“Kafka, Gender, and Ethnicity,” Wesleyan University, Middletown, CT, May 7, 2004
“Exemplarism and Don’t Touch My Holocaust (Hebrew: Al Tigu Li Ba-sho’ah), Bowling Green State University, Toledo, March 26, 2004

“The Dreyfus Affair on Screen: The 1937 Film, The Life of Emile Zola,” Plenary Address, Conference on “The Dreyfus Affair: Race, Religion and the Molding of National Identity,” Wittenberg University, Springfield, March 28, 2003

“New Directions in Jewish Studies: Gender Studies and Postcolonial Studies,” Kent State University, Kent, April 20, 1999

“Narrating the Holocaust: Spielberg vis-a-vis Goldhagen,” Department of Comparative Literature, SUNY-Binghamton, Binghamton, April 24, 1998

“Representing the Holocaust: The Latest Controversies,” Institute for German Cultural Studies, Cornell University, Ithaca, January 30, 1998

INVITED CONFERENCE PAPERS

“Abraham Geiger, Reform Judaism, and the Maccabees as Martyrs,” Conference on Dying for the Faith, Killing for the Faith since the Book of Maccabees,” University of Constance, Germany, February 28, 2008

“Postmodern Irony or Shoah Business as Usual?  The Contemporary Holocaust (Tragi)Comedy,” Conference on Visual Studies and the Holocaust, Cornell University, Ithaca, March 4, 2005 

“The Dreyfus Affair on Screen: The 1937 Film, The Life of Emile Zola,” Plenary Address, Conference on “The Dreyfus Affair: Race, Religion and the Molding of National Identity,” Wittenberg University, Springfield (Ohio), March 28, 2003

“Performing Post-Ethnic German-Jewish Identities,” Humanities Lab and German Studies Symposium on Jewish Neighborhoods in Chicago and Vienna, University of Illinois at Chicago, October 11, 2002

“Current Research in German-Jewish Studies,” Jewish Studies in Different Disciplinary Contexts Symposium, The Ohio State University, Columbus, February 25, 2002

“Cinematic Representations of the Nuremberg Trials,” Annual Baker Peace Conference on War Crimes, Justice, and Peace, Contemporary History Institute, Ohio University, Athens (Ohio), February 9, 2001

“Jewish Youth in Weimar Germany: From Renaissance to Reconciliation,” DAAD Youth Cultures Conference, Cornell University, Ithaca, September 21, 1997

INVITED LECTURES FOR STUDENTS (specifically)
 “Ideology at the Movies: From Leni Riefenstahl to The Lion King, 12th Grade Assembly, St. John’s School, Houston, TX, April 20, 2009

“Meeting the Fockers: How Jewish is American Popular Film Today?,” Lecture for English Majors, Universität Wuppertal, January 11, 2007

“Introduction to Films about the Holocaust,” Lecture for Holocaust Remembrance Day, Sponsored by Kent Interhall Student Council (KIC) and Hillel Student Center, Kent State University, Kent, April 22, 2004

“History and the Holocaust Film Since Schindler’s List,” Honors College, Denison University, Granville (Ohio), March 25, 2004

“Goldhagen Goes to Germany: The Holocaust Today in the FRG,” Holocaust Awareness Week, University of Colorado-Boulder, March 11, 1997

INVITED PUBLIC LECTURES (in non-university settings)
“Shoah Business? The Tragedy of Jewish Comedy,” Holocaust Museum of Houston, October 20, 2009

“When Dustin Met Barbra: American Jewish Cinema before the Fockers: Annual Day of Adult Jewish Education, Austin TX, February 2, 2008 

“The German and Jewish Films of Fred Zinnemann,” Byrnes Institute, Stuttgart, Germany, March 14, 2007

“Jüdisches Leben und Schreiben nach dem Holocaust,” European Day of Jewish Culture, Jewish Community Center, Konstanz, Germany, September 3, 2006

“Meeting the Fockers: How Jewish is American Popular Film Today?,” Keynote Address, Annual Midwest Jewish Studies Colloquium, Omaha Jewish Federation, Omaha, May 21, 2006

“Anti-Semitism Today in the United States and Europe,” Temple Kol Ami/Suburban Temple, Cleveland Heights, January 19, 2003

“Bernhard Schlink’s Reader, Germany and the Holocaust,” Cleveland Psychoanalytic Society, Cleveland Heights, May 20, 2001

“The Holocaust Film as Docudrama and Dramadoc,” Forum on Holocaust Cinema, United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, Washington DC, July 26, 2000

“The Holocaust Blockbuster: From Schindler’s List to Jakob the Liar,” Annual Jewish Book Fair, Canton, November 21, 1999

“Films About the Holocaust,” Menorah Jewish Adult Education Program, Boulder, November 12 and 19, 1996

INVITED TEACHING WORKSHOPS (for educators)

“Talk Amongst Yourselves,” 17th Annual Lilly West Teaching Conference, Pomona (CA), March 18, 2005

“Screened Memories:  Using the Feature Film in Holocaust Courses,” Teaching Workshop at the Biennial Conference on “Lessons and Legacies of the Holocaust,” Brown University, Providence, November 6, 2004

“Hollywood and History: Using the Feature Film in Holocaust Courses,” two teaching workshops at the Biennial Conference on “Lessons and Legacies of the Holocaust,” University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, November 2 and 3, 2002

“Teaching the Holocaust Feature Film in the High-School Classroom,” Annual Facing History and Ourselves Summer Educators’ Workshop, John Carroll University, University Heights (OH), June 26, 2000

“‘It All Depends on the Audience’: Holocaust Education in the U.S., Germany, and Israel,” Holocaust Education Symposium, Society for the Humanities/German Studies/Jewish Studies, Cornell University, Ithaca, December 1, 1997

“Teaching By Discussion on Computer Networks,” First Annual German- and Russian-Language Teaching Workshop for High School/Middle School Teachers, University of Colorado, Boulder, September 20, 1995

COURSES TAUGHT 

(N.B.: This list does not include 19 undergraduate German-language courses taught since 1994)

 I. Undergraduate 

World Cinema: Transformations (Spring 2009, University of Houston)

Writing Holocausts: The Literature of Genocide (Spring 2009, University of Houston)

Frames of Modernity: Culture and History From the 18th to the 20th Century (Spring 2009, University of Houston)

The Human Situation: Antiquity to Modernity (Honors College) (Fall 2008, University of Houston)

English Composition and Rhetoric: Honors Jump Program (2 sections) (Summer 2008, University of Houston)

German-Jewish Writers and Thinkers Since the Enlightenment (Fall 2008, Rice University)

Kafka and the 21st Century (Summer 2007, Universität Konstanz) 

Jews and American Film (Summer 2007, Universität Konstanz) 

Representing the Holocaust in Film (Winter 2006, Universität Konstanz) 

The History of German Literature (Spring 2006, Kent State)

From the Brothers Grimm to Disney (Fall 2005, John Carroll Univ.)

Intro. to German Literature & Film (Spring 2003/Spring 2004/Spr. 2005, Kent State)

The Image of the Holocaust in Film (Fall 2003, Kent State)

Popular Culture and Diversity in the United States:  Film, Television and Music (Team-taught; Spring 2003, Kent State)

Holocaust, Genocide, and War Crimes (Spring 2002, Kent State)

Intro. to the Holocaust as Culture & History (Fall 2001, Kent State)

Freud, Judaism, and Gender (Spring 2001, Kent State)

Holocaust Literature and Film (Fall 2000, Kent State)

Kafka and the Twentieth Century (Spring 2000, Kent State)

Introduction to German Literature (Spring 2004, Kent State)

Modern German Literature (Fall 1998, University of Colorado at Boulder)

German-Jewish Writers Since the Enlightenment: Core Course in Diversity (Fall 1995/Fall 1998, University of Colorado at Boulder)

German-Jewish Culture Since the Enlightenment (Spring 1998, Cornell University)

Representing the Holocaust:  History and Memory (Fall 1997, Cornell University)

Contemporary German Literature (Fall 1996, University of Colorado at Boulder)

Cultural Studies with German Texts (Spring 1996, University of Colorado at Boulder)

Role of the Intellectual in German Society Since 1750 (Spring 1995, Univ. of Colorado at Boulder)

Intro. to Modern German Culture & Film (Fall 1994/Fall 1996, Univ. of Colorado at Boulder)

Popular Literature and the Canon in German (Fall 1994, Univ. of Colorado at Boulder)

II. Graduate 

 Literary and Cultural Translation: German to English (Spring 2006, Kent State)

 History of German Literature (Spring 2006, Kent State)

 Holocaust, Genocide, and War Crimes (Spring 2002, Kent State)

 Freud, Judaism, and Gender (Spring 2001, Kent State)

 Holocaust Literature and Film (Fall 2000, Kent State)

 Kafka and the Twentieth Century (Spring 2000, Kent State)

 Theory and Methods of Research in German Studies (Spring 1996, Univ of Colorado at Boulder) 

 Topics in Later 20th-Century German Society (Fall 1995, University of Colorado at Boulder)

 Current Issues in German Literatures/Media (Spring 1995, University of Colorado at Boulder)

III. High School 
 A. P. United States History (Fall 2008/Spring 2009, Emery HS)
 A. P. Psychology (Fall 2008/Spring 2009, Emery HS) 
 American Jewish Literature (Fall 2008, Emery HS)
 American Jewish Film (Spring 2009, Emery HS)
THESIS SUPERVISION

Undergraduate Supervision

Director or Committee member of Senior/Honors B.A. Theses:

· 1 in History and Honors College at Kent State University
· 1 in English and Honors College at Kent State University
· 1 in Jewish Studies at Cornell University
· 1 in Film Studies at University of Colorado

· 1 in History at University of Colorado

· 1 in English at Cornell University
Graduate Supervision

Committee member of Doctoral Theses:

· 1 in History at Kent State University:  Sonja Wentling, “Ambivalence and Ambiguity:
The Hoover Administration and American Zionism,” October 28, 2002

Committee member of Master’s Theses:

· 3 at Kent State University in German Translation: 

Rebecca Kelly, “Early Television under the Nazis,” May 3, 1999

Janine Trinsey, “Solar Energy Design,” May 5, 1999

Ruth Gentes-Krawczyk, “Translation of an Excerpt from Hesse’s Novel, Schatten über Fraterna,” May 1, 2000

· 1 at Kent State University in Philosophy:  Nathan Rish, “Zhuangzi and Heidegger: An Investigation into Compassion Beyond Humanism,” April 3, 2002

· 1 at Kent State University in Liberal Studies:  Cynthia A. Woodward, “Children’s Literature in International Comparison,” September 10, 2001

· 1 at Kent State University in Geography:  Leena Woodhouse, “Ethnic Imprints on Toronto’s Urban Landscape,” July 9, 2005

·  5 at University of Colorado in German Studies

·  2 at University of Colorado in Comparative Literature

Independent Study Supervision
Fifteen undergraduate or graduate courses 

ADDITIONAL UNIVERSITY SERVICE

I. Service on Non-Departmental Committees

Member, Summer Jump Start Committee, Undergraduate Programs, Univ. of Houston, 2008-

Member, College Curriculum Committee, College of Arts and Sciences, Kent State, 1999-2003

Member, Interdisciplinary Programs Committee, College of Arts and Sciences, Kent State, 1999-2003

Member of the May 4th 30th-Anniversary Coordinating Committee (appointed by the President, Kent State), 1999-00

Member of the University Diversity Advisory Council (appointed by the President, Kent State), 1999-2003

Member of the Violence Symposium Committee (appointed by Vice-President for Human Resources, Kent State), 2000-2002

Member of the Review Committee on Position of Vice-Provost of Diversity (appointed by the Provost, Kent State), 2000-2001

Member of the Search Committee for Vice-Provost of Diversity (appointed by the Provost, Kent State), 2001-2002

Member of Search Committee, Assistant Professorship in German and Holocaust History, Kent State, Spring 2000

Member of the Organizing Committee of the Second Annual Week on Diversity and Race Relations at Kent State, Student Multicultural Center, Fall 1999

Member of the Organizing Committee for a Minor/Certificate in LGBT Studies, Kent State, 1999-00

Member of the Advisory Committee for the Minor/Certificate in LGBT Studies, Kent State, 1999-present

Member of the Advisory Committee for the Center for International and Comparative Programs, Kent State, 2002-present

Member, University-Wide Panel Evaluating RAGS Research Grants for Semester and Summer Leave, Kent State, Fall 2002

 Member, Mentorship Committee German Majors and Minors, University of Colorado, 1994-98

Member, Faculty Senate, Representative for At-Large and Tenure-Track Faculty, University of Colorado, 1996-97

Member, University-Wide Outreach Planning Committee, University of Colorado, 1996-97

Member, University-Wide Multicultural Center Board, University of Colorado, 1998

Member, Diversity Council, College of Arts and Sciences, University of Colorado, 1994-98

Member, Discussion Group on Race and Privilege (S.E.E.D), College of Arts and Sciences, University of Colorado, 1996-97

Member, Program Committee, Central and East European Studies Program, University of Colorado, 1994-98

Member, Program Committee, Service-Learning Program, University of Colorado, 1998

 Co-advisor, Annual Holocaust Awareness Weeks, University of Colorado, 1995-1997

Co-advisor, Faculty-Student Mentorship Program for Minority Students, University of Colorado, 1996-98

II.  Organization of Symposia and Presentations

(forthcoming) Co-organizer in Fall 2010 of Honors College Symposium Module, “Genocide and the Representation of Suffering,” Holocaust Museum Houston

Organizer in Spring 2009 of MCL/Holocaust Studies Lecture, “Chaja Verveer: A Child Survivor,” University of Houston-Central
Organizer in Spring 2001 of the First Kent State Jewish and Holocaust Studies Symposium, “Screening the Shoah:  Trauma, Drama, and Testimony,” Kent State

Co-organizer in 1999-2000 of the First Annual May 4th Symposium: “Democracy and the First Amendment, Kent State

Organizer of the Fall 1999 Jewish and Holocaust Studies Lecture and Museum Exhibit for the university and local communities, “Tales of Slavery and Deliverance,” Dr. Anna Ornstein (U of Cincinnati) and Stewart Goldman (Cincinnati Art Institute), preceded by donor banquet, Kent State

Organizer of the Spring 2000 Jewish and Holocaust Studies  Lecture for the university and local communities: Prof. Christopher Browning (UNC/Chapel Hill), preceded by donor banquet, Kent State

Organizer of the Spring 2000 Holocaust Remembrance Day Lecture for the university and local communities: Dr. Susannah Heschel (Dartmouth), Kent State

Organizer of the Fall 2000 Jewish and Holocaust Studies  Lecture for the university and local communities:  Dr. Geoffrey Hartman (Yale University), preceded by donor banquet, Kent State

Co-organizer of the 2000-01 Jewish and Holocaust Studies Museum Exhibit for the university and local communities, “Art from the Holocaust,” on display at Special Collections, Kent State Main Library, Kent State

Organizer of the 2001-02 Jewish and Holocaust Studies Lecture Series for the university and local communities: Grace Paley and four other contemporary American-Jewish authors and critics, entitled “A Celebration of American Jewish Writing,” preceded by donor banquet (Paley event), Kent State

Organizer, Workshop in Literary Translation with Dr. Kathyrn Hellerstein (University of Pennsylvania) for graduate students in Modern and Classical Language Studies, Kent State, Fall 2001

Organizer of the Undergraduate Symposium, “Holocaust Education,” Society for the Humanities, Cornell University, Fall 1997

Organizer of Guest Lecture Series (Dr. Ruth Angress Klüger, University of California-Irvine), University of Colorado, Spring 1997 (including internal grant award)

Co-organizer of Guest Lecture Series (Dr. George Mosse, University of Wisconsin-Madison), University of Colorado, Spring 1997 (including internal grant award)

Co-organizer of International Symposium, “The Changing Face of German Studies, 1945-1995,” University of Colorado, Fall 1995

ADDITIONAL RELEVANT INFORMATION
Manuscript Evaluations for
· PMLA:  Proceedings of the Modern Language Association
· German Quarterly

· German Studies Review

· Shofar :Journal of Jewish Studies

· Women in German Yearbook
· Yearbook of the Leo Baeck Institute
· Gegenwartsliteratur: A German Studies Yevarbook
· University of Nebraska Press

· Wayne State University Press

· State University of New York (SUNY) Press

· Prentice-Hall

· Rowman & Littlefield

· Purdue University Press

Memberships in Professional Societies

· Modern Language Association (Regional Delegate, 2004-2006)

· American Comparative Literature Association

· Society for Cinema and Media Studies

· Association for Jewish Studies (President of the Midwest Association, 2004-2006)

Languages


· English: native speaker

· German, Yiddish: near-native fluency

· French, Hebrew, Spanish: reading proficiency
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